OF  THOMAS  Ji-L-TKRSON
>vas under the impression that Freneau had declined. "I :un sincerely sony. * * * 1 should have given hint the perusal 3f all my letters of foreign intelligence and all foreign news-papers, the publication of all proclamations and other j ublie loticcs within my department, and the printing of thr laws ,vhich, added to his salary, \voultl have, been a considerable lid."
Freneau* did, however, finally accept, though not without icsitation, and coming to Philadelphia, then the seat of i^'veru-nent, established his paper, the National (ia/ette. He devoted limself to lashing unmercifully Hamilton's policy of finance and :he monarchical and aristocratic temtencies of the uhr;i"!'V«ler-ilist school. It is truly remarkable that Hamilton .-.houM NO ong have refrained from replying. In July, I7<i-', li«»wrvrr, he ;onld no longer restrain himself. Over an av.wueil signature, 10 assailed I'Ycneau in the Federalist ortjnn, Fcnno'-. «*a/rj?r of lie United States.
While the assault was in formal terms directed ,•.:.-.; uit-.t Treiicati, it was but too evident that its real auituu% «a-. ^j'.sui-.t [clTerson. The first <«f the attacks was a short article a\Kt;ij*, in dl pretended inno-cence, whether the edit«»r of the National "razelle received a salary for translation or for publication*., "the-lesign of which was to vilify those to whom the vuu<r «>f the icople had committed the aclminislratitMi of our public att'aii'., :o oppose the measures of government and by I'aKr ifi-siutiatiou-k :o disturb the public peace," The seeowl article w:r. nnnv S«t»}il UK! charged explicitly that I^renean's clerkship w.v. uirrriy a itibterfuge, that not only had Jefferson employed !!»• patttitta^t* if public o-fiiee to the end above hintetl at, but tlutt In- tujtiM-lf re(ltient1y co-ntributed to the paper artiHrs of a vimlriM < har icter. The assaults upon l-Yeneau were iu.statilly au-Awrnl Ky sager partisans, though, strange to say, in ilir c»4niisn-. t.f hi-. >wn paper they were practically ignored. 1 fe contmii-il liiw.rjf vith taking an affulavit before the Mayor of Pliiladrl^lua t». the :ffect that not a line was ever directly or imlirrctly written,
*Sec Frencan, page j.'S.                   n
